WD USEBNDAA Attire and Equipment Guide
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The purpose of thiJSERVDAA Attire and Equipment Guide is to provide an explanation for and
additional information about the appointments (attire and tack) allowed untter USEF Western
Dressage Divisiom the case of conflicting verbiage, the current onli¥8£Rule Book willipersede this
document.

A USHficensed competitiorthat offers Wesern Dressage tests/classes muse either a USHEensed
Category 2 Steward or an inspector designated by show management and under the direction of the C2
Steward. Tack and bits on thosides of the horse of a minimum of otigrd of the horses in each
class/test must be inspected.

At Federatiodicensed competitionsexceptUSERCompetitionLite competitionsthe C2 Steward or the
person who is under the direction of the Steward ampointed by the competition management will be
responsible for overseeintpe checking othe horse tack and attire A horse must be eliminated from
the test just completed if thorse or any tack and/or attire aia violation of the rules and/or thtongue
has been tied C2 Stewards or Equipment Inspectors are only required to inspectahids other
appointments on a minimum of orhird of the horses in a clasSee furtheinformationin this document
for proper equipment checkprocedures. Horseswith illegal equipment in the warrap ring will be
eliminated from the next class they are enteringless the equipment can be corrected before the
scheduled ride time for that entry.

At a norUSEF WDAdompetitionor a USEBompetition Lite, a designatd individual must assume the
responsibiliy of overseeing the checking of horstxk, bits, and attire

APPOINTMENTBACK/BITS
Bridle:

1 Any western type headstall must be usedith or without a cavesson as described below.
Additionally, a bitless bridle of Western style made of leatbedeatherlike materialis also
acceptable.

1 Awestern cavessorflét, rolled, braided or plain with an adjustable nosebandor pencil bosal
with or without a getdown ropewith space fotwo fingers placed between the cavesson and the
jowl of the horse is allowed. No met@xcept for the buckle on the cavesspsiuds of any kind
or other substances can be used in conjunction withgpart of a Westerrcaveson.

Saddle:
9 A standard stock saddle is customary. A working saddistralian stock saddlend Western side
saddle are also acceptable. Silver equipment will not count over a good working outfit.
A horn is optionalbut western style fenders are required.
Tapaderosre permitted except in Western Dressage Equitation.
Padding or pads on the seat of the saddle are permitted.
Rolls are allowed only custralianwWestern style saddles.
A breastplate and/or crupper may be used.
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Other:

1 Whips: One whipno longer tha 47.2 inches (120 cm) including lash, is permitted in all
classestests

Rope cavesson- NOT| LEGALplain or rolled cavesson ¢ | Pencilbosal- LEGAL
LEGAL smooth on the inside
Should be smoothHarsh
material is not legal
The knot i1ot legal.

HackamoréBosal:

1 A hackamore (bosal) is permitted on a horse of any agd,at
any level. A hackamore includes a bosal, rounded in shape ¢
constructed of braided rawhide or leatheand must have a
flexible nonmetallic core attached to a suitable &éstall. No
other material of any kind is to be used in conjunction with th|
bosal, i.e. steel, metal or chains. Bosals may be wrapped w
smooth electrical tape to prevent rubbing.

The hackamore pictureid the rightillustrates the legal use of electric
tape added to the bosallhe bosal below illustrates the illegal use g
latex, sheepskin or bandage material.

The Westerriwo-rein bridles like thoseshownbelow arepermitted.
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Atwo-reinbridle is a bridle andit, snaffle orcurb ridden over a full or pencil bosal bosalita.The
following are acceptable ways to hold the reins when usihgarein bridle:

1. TheTwo-Rein with Snaffle Bit: The twein bridle with SNAFFL&bnsists of a snaffleit and a pencil or
full bosal or bosalita. When using a snafflee rider must ride with two hands whether using a loop rein
or split reins. The rider will hold a bosal rein (mecate) and a snaffle rein in each hand as pictured below.

2. TheTwo-Reinwith Curb Bit: The rider has the following choices:
a. Split Reins: When usingc&RB Blwith SPLIREIN&Nd a pencil bosal or bosalita, the rider can
ride with all reins in one hand, but can only have one finger between the reins OR the rider can ride
with a bit rein and a bosal rein in the left hand and a bit rein and bosal rein in the right hand.

b. Romal Reins: When using a curb bit with ROMAL REINS and a pencil bosal orthegédita

has two options:
1. A romal must be held with one hand with the romal coming up from the bottom and out of the
top of the hand. The bosal rein can then be held in the opposite hand.
2. A romal and bosal may be ridden in one hand, the reins gpoprfrom the bottom of the hand
and out of the top. No fingers can be between the reins.
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Note: When using a curb bit as part of the Western two rein bridle, only a pencil bosal or bosalita can be
used, not a full bosal.

The end of the mecatealled the tail, can be wrapped around the saddle héwd by the rideror

slipped under the rider's belt.

Reins:

When the rider uses a snaffle bit, the following reins may be used:

Loop/connected reins, split reins, buckledn® mecate reins, ailomalreins without a popper; two

hands must be used with any of these combinations. Horsehair, rope reins and mecate reins are allowed
for bosals and snaffles. The mec#aé can be tied to the saddle horn, held by the rider, orked under

GKS NARSNRa oStido

The oto to the
right illustrates
one style obitless bridle

Mecate reins
with snaffle bit.

When the rider uses a curb, the following reins may be used:
1 Romal reinssplitreins, loop/connected reins, buckled reins. When using a curbneitial
reins, only one hand is allowed; when using other rein choizes or two hands are allowed.
Hand position on reins:
1 In the case ofomalreins, theromalis held in one hand with no fingers between the individual
reins. Theend of theromalmay be held inhe hand not used for reining to keep themalfrom

swinging and to adjust the position of the rein. The reinstbe held so that thereis &Sl a i mc €

of rein between the hands.

1 In the case of when split reins are held in one or two hands, the rider may not switch back and
forth (from one handed to two &nded)during a test.There are no restrictions on method of
holding reins in two hands.

Whensplit reins are heldh one hand, there are two ways that the rider may use them.

1 The rider may put one finger between the split reing #nds of the reins fabn theside of the
reining hand.

1 The rider may hold both reins in one hand without a finger between the reins; the st be
around the reins. Thends of therplit reins may be held in the hand not used for reining to keep
them from swinging and tadjust the podion of the reins. No finger eslowed between the reins.
¢tKS NBAya Ydzald 0SS KSftR a2 GKIG GKSNB Aa i

1 Inthe case of looped/connected reins, buckled reins, the reins are held in one or two hands; the
rider must not switch back and forth during a test. (Exception: Freestyle).
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At the end of the Free Walk or Free Jog, riders using split reins held in one hand may use the free or
offhand to pull the reins back to the desired length. Riders usintalreins ma use the hand using the
romalto alter the tension or length of the reins from the bridle to the reining hand.
Snaffle Bits:
1 A snaffle bit may be used on a horse of any age being ridden at any level.
i Arider must use two hands with a snaffle bit.
1 A snaffle bibffersno leverageor curb action and does not have shanks of any configuration.
1 A standard snaffle is a conventionalri@g, egg butt, full cheek(keepers optional) or fing, all
with rings having an outside diameter no smaller thanches (50.8 mm), nor larger than 4 inches
(101.6 mm). The inside of the circumference of the ring must be free of rein, curb or headstall
attachments that would provide leverage.

Illustration shows how to measure an C
ring. This ring is too small

1 The bars of the snaffle mouthpiece must be round, oval orsdgped, smooth and unwpged,
except with latex, andho less than 5/16 inch (7.9 mm) and more than3/4 inch (19.05 mm) in
diameter measured one inch (25 mm) from the cheek.

. NBE YSI &adaNBR

The bars may be inlgidut the inlay must be smooth.
The mouthpiece may be two or three pieces.
If a mouthpiece is three pieces, a connecting ring must be no larger th&hidches (31.75 mm)
in diameter, or a&onnecting flat bar must be no longer than 2 inches (50.8 mm) and 3/8 inch (9.5
mm) to ¥ inch (19.05 mm), measured#mpo 2 G G2Y > FyR Ydzad tAS Ftl 4 Ay
1 A mullen mouth(solid mouthpiece), barrel mouthpiece, Naptha Bits (plastic or rubivery be
used.
1 Note: Ifthe bars of the mouthpiece are wrapped with latex, the minimum and maximum diameter
requirements must still be met.
1 If a bithobble (may be a curb strap or chain) is used on a snaffle it must be attached below the
reins.A curb strapused as a bit hobble may be braided or narrow.
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At left is snaffle bit with bit hobble

correctly placedbelow reins.

1 Noflat, sharp, slow twist, twisted or pointed edgas mouthpieces are allowed.

A Baucher bit (pictured at left) is noft
O-ring, egg butt, or Dring configuration,
and is not legal.

Inlaid two-piece mouthpiece -
LEGAL

D-ring ¢ LEGAL if sizeeets
rule requirement

O-ring; threepiece mouthpiece
with barrel- LEGAL

e

O-ring bit; barrel mouthpiece-
LEGAL

Flat mouthpiecec LEGAL i
bar meets measuremen

requirements

Mullen Mouth- LEGAL
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LEGAL if reins are attached abc LEGAkenter hinged joint if

bit hobble/curb strap

smooth

LEGAL if connecting rimgnd bars
meet measurement requirement

Examples of ILLEGAShaffle Mouthpieces:

Bicycle chain bit NOTLEGAL

Twisted bit¢ NOT LEGAL

Wire wrapped bit ¢ NOT
smooth, NOTLEGAL

Twisted bit¢ NOTLEGAL

Twisted bit¢ NOTLEGAL

Mouthpiece edges aresharp
not rounded¢ NOTLEGAL
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Rigid donut shapeNOT LEGAL: Type of KimberwickNOTLEGAL | Kimberwick bit NOT LEGAL

Slotson ring. Bars wire wrappec
Port (connecting piece) too big. Twisted mouthpiece& NOT LEGAL Half cheekg NOT LEGAL
¢ NOT LEGAL

Curb Bts:
There is no discrimination againstyastandard Western bit. A stdard Western curb bit may be used on
a horse of anyge being ridden at any level.

Port 3 4" max

Space Bar may
be wire wrapped

8%  B.%inmm) maximum shank
length.

To measure the bit length, use a
vertical line from the upper most
part of the headstall slot to the
point of pull for the rein

i | Shank
Bars 5/16” min 2 |8 %" max
%" max, measured '
1” in from shank.

Must be smooth

Spade Bit

T ! &adlyRFNR 2Sa0SNYy o60AlG A& RSTAYSR la KIF@Ay3 |
(215.9 mm). The mouthpiece will consist of amétdl NJ pk Mc € o617 ddh YYO G2 o0«
diameter as measured one inch in from the shank. The bardomaylaid but must be smooth or
latex N} LILISR® 0¢KS o6FNBR YIeé& 0SS SyOFraSR Ay avyz2z2i0il
diameter tubular barrels that rotate around the bars). Nothingy protrude above or below the
mouthpiece (bar) such as extensions, premy rivets designed to intimidate the horse. Rollers
attached to thecenter of the bit are acceptable, and may extend below the bar. Jointed
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mouthpieces are acceptable and may consist of two or three piecesraydhave one or two

joints. A threepiece mauthpiece may include a connecting ring of 1 % inch (31.75 mm) or less in

diameter or a connectinflat bar of 3/8 to % inch (9.5mm 19.05 mm) measured top to bottom

gAGK |
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herein. The port must be no higher than 3 %2 inches (88.9 mm) maximum with roller(s) and covers
acceptable. Jointednouthpieces, halbreeds and spade bits are standard. Wire on the braces

(above the bars and attaching to the spade) of a traddispade bit imcceptable.

= =4

Reins must be attached to each shank.
A flat curb chain or leather chin strap must be used with a curlChitb chaingr flat leather chin
straps must be at least 1/2 inch (12.7 mm) in width and lie flat against the jaw of the horse. No
wire, rawhide, metal or other substance can be used in conjunction with or as part of the flat

€~ This spade port is NOT LEGAL. Itis taller th
o oyé ®
The wire on the braces is LEGAL

leather chin strap or curb chain. Round,ledl, braided or rawhide curb straps are prohibited.
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A slobber guardmay be bar, chain, strap or stringf) a curb bit is permitted.
Rein chains with a spade bit are allowed.

Examples of LEGAIurbBits and Attachments

o W

LEGAL (if not greater thg
¢ ¢ RA I YSiflédNirapped

with latex

Example of wire on braces of
traditional spade bit LEGAL

Example of rein chaing LEGAL
with a spade bit
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Lip
Strap

/Slobber

Guard

bar
/ shown

Halfbreed¢ LEGAL

LEGAL biesign

Light lip strap; LEGAL
Slobber @ard (bar, chain, strag
or string - LEGAL

Threading of lip strap betwee
layers of curb strap LEGAL

LEGAL roller on bar forms a
continuous line

Very short, smooth, rounded

rivets or knobs used to join the
mouthpiece togethe& extend a
tiny bit below the bar are LEGA

Rollers attached to the center ¢
the bit are allowed, and ma

extend below the bar. LEGAL

Jointed mouthpieces are allowe
with a curb bit and may consist

2 or 3 pieces. LEGAL

Broken mouthpiece allowed. Ba
may be inlaid but must b
smooth or latex wrapped. LEGA

lllegal Bits:

All curb bits must be free of mechanical devices. Nothfugh as extensions, rivetsr prongs, may
protrude below the mouthpiece (bars). The followjhgit not limited totheseare prohibited:
9 Slip or gag bitshalf cheekspits with hooks and slofsdonut, or flat polo mouthpieces and

kimberwicks.

Roping bits witlreins attached to a single rirag the center of a cross bar.

)l
)l
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Any rein design or other devictsat increase the effective length and thereby the leverage of the
shank of a standard western bit.

Round, rolled, braidedr rawhide curb straps are prohibd.

Anything that alters the intended use of equipment as provided for in the description of
appointments for a given class/test.

Examples oflLLEGAICurbBits and Attachments
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